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Letter to the Editor ~ Travel Visa Discrimination by Nigel Male  

I make reference to a good friend of mine living in Montego Bay. A single mother working to 
solely support her child with little or no help. The child's father is a US citizen and has been living 
back in New York for quite some time now but the child had duel citizenship. 
The mother applied for a visa so she could not only bring her child to the US to spend time there 
with her father but to also consider employment possibilities in the States. The first step was to 
merely to acquire a visit visa. She didn't want to send her child there on her own and felt con-
cerned that the father would try to take her away  based on the fact she lives on a low income in 
Jamaica and struggles like so many do. She borrowed money to top up her bank account as it was 
a requirement by the visa office and did everything known to man to be eligible. She was immedi-
ately denied a visa. 
It is understandable a lot of people from the third world countries are trying to get to the states for 
a better life but it is getting harder all the time. I feel considering the child has US citizenship they 
could at least give a little more consideration into this kind of case. 
I also went on to visa requirements website for jamaicans to visit the UK and read that they are 
making it extra hard for Jamaican to go there believing they will add to street crime. Sounds like 
blatant discrimination to me , these countries love to enjoy the  
benefits of Caribbean life but continue to treat locals like outcasts. As if it wasn't bad enough they 
had to endure slavery and mistreatment now they are left behind by their colonizing neighbors to 
live in poverty while all the europeans enjoy the happy care free lifestyle on the island when it 
suits them. 
But will things change?, i doubt it very much..... 
 
Nigel Male is a photographer, filmmaker and musician that lives in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 
You can visit his website at homepage.mac.com/elamlegin/ 
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Many families are separated 
when they are not able to 
obtain travel visas to visit 

each other. 

In the mood for that island rhythm? Try BigUp Radio, Free Reggae 
and Dance Hall online. 
Who wouldn't say that Jamaica's contribution to the world is its music? Reggae has spread all over the globe, 
and its popularity is growing. How did it develop, and what kinds of Jamaican music are there? 
Prior to Jamaica's independence, American R&B dominated Jamaica during the 1950's. When it transformed 
into white rock and roll, Duke Reid and Coxsone Dodd's sound-systems reacted and pressed releases by 
Jamaican musicians who fused R&B with Jazz, Mento (a kind of calypso) and other African elements into 
'Shuffle'. This music was an expression of Jamaica's feelings towards independence.  
Soon, the offbeats (beats 2 and 4) of the music were emphasized by the guitarists, creating the distinctive 
'chug' sound so prevalent in much of Jamaica's music. Ska, a fast-paced, upbeat Jamaican music, was born, 
reflecting the island's optimism created by its independence. In 1962, the newly formed labels Island and Blue 
Beat put Ska into the international spotlight.  
By the mid 60's, Ska slowed down, became more soulful and turned into Rocksteady, born out of 'Rude Bwoy' 
culture.  
In the late 60's, Reggae was born: it was faster than Rocksteady but not as fast as Ska. Its sound was influ-
enced by new recording-technology, pioneering producers and the traditional nyahbinghi drumming; it was 
percussive and bass-heavy.   
'Roots' emerged in response to the political quarrels between the two political parties which badly affected the 
Jamaican working class. With 'conscious' lyrics and a new, deeper rhythmic approach, Roots was birthed by 
the meeting of the Wailers (including Bob Marley), the rhythm section of Aston & Carlton Barrett and the 
producer Lee Perry: the band became the most potent force in reggae, influencing all that came after. By the 
early 70's, Marley had risen to international stardom, especially among young adults.  
'Dub' was birthed by the engineer King Tubby at Duke Reid's studio: he made dub plates, vinyl discs with 
versions of tunes with most of the vocal parts cut out. Originally, dub plates provided the crowds with differ-
ent versions of songs, but dub became more elaborate through the addition of effects such as delays and echos. 
Since there were hardly any vocals on these dub plates, DJs (on Jamaica, MCs are called DJs) such as U Roy 
started to add their own vocals and 'Toasting' was born. Soon thereafter, artists often used the rhythm tracks 
from other artists to create their own songs. 
An English development, Lovers Rock, soon caught on in Jamaica: as its name suggests, it was a smooth and 
soulful music.  
By the 80's, Reggae returned to its roots in the many dancehalls in Jamaica, where recorded music was more 
prevalent than live music. Vocalists sang over the vinyl plates of the sound systems ý the dominating topics 
discussed in Reggae music (for example politics) gave way to 'slackness', stories about sex and violence. 
With the advent of digital production techniques, Ragga, based on the rhythm of Wayne Smith' song ýUnder 
mi Sleng Tengý, was born as a hard and fast, often HipHop-like music with electronic rhythm tracks. 
Many artists have returned to more conscious, cultural content in their songs: today, tracks against oppression 
and police brutality, spiritual songs and slackness stand right next to each other in Jamaica's musical land-
scape. The music is as prevalent as ever: it still uplifts people, teaches them and provides a basis for the rest of 
Jamaica's culture, to which it is directly connected. 
 
Phil Wurr  
Freiburg, Germany  
Philosophy and Musicology Student  
Afro-Reggae-Fusion, Funk, Jazz & HipHop Musician 

Cultural Corner– Music inna Yard by Phil Wurr 
Jamaican Muscial History  

Upcoming Events 

Supplies needed for the June Jamaican Jamboree: Sports equipment for prizes: water bottles, 
sports team tee shirts (kids and adults) sweatbands, whistles, deflated soccer balls, air pump and 
needles (for balls) Frisbees, jump ropes, small rubber balls, sports team hats/visors, bandanas, 
whiffle ball bats, balls playground balls, deflated (kickball type) Health-oriented educational ma-
terials/pamphlets: dental, sex-ed, HIV/STI mental/emotional health nutrition domestic violence/
sexual assault, basic prevention and healthcare geriatric issues. Paper cups and napkins are needed. 

March Carnival in Liguanea 
Park in Kingston 

March 
10-18 

Allen College Nursing 
Students visit 

March 
18-25 

Florida State University 
Alternative Spring 
Break 

May Ripon College Mayme-
ster 

June  24  Jamaican Jamboree 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


