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Fun Camp 2010
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Blue Mountain Project holds a Fun Camp each summer, for one week in Hagley Gap and one week in Penlyne Castle. Fun Camp provides a free and fun educational experience for the young boys and girls of the both communities with some sports thrown in. This year’s camp will run from 7-22 August and our theme is “Collectivism,” with a focus on service to community. We will end Fun Camp with a Back to School Extravaganza where each child will be provided with the materials – pencils, notebooks, shoes, rulers - he or she needs to make the best of the upcoming school year. 

We are in the midst of designing the curriculum and recruiting the Fun Camp leader and counselors. Ripon College Student Volunteers for the Blue Mountain Project led by Jake Jochem and Cori Schimler have received funding from the Ripon College student senate to send seven Ripon students to serve as Fun Camp Counselors. We need five more Fun Camp Counselors, volunteers who will work with the Fun Camp Leader to staff Fun Camp 2010 - leading classes (creating finger paint masterpieces, putting together a puppet show or play, helping budding authors tell their stories through words and pictures, helping the older students put together a community service project, music…), coaching soccer, doling out lunch, mentoring and supporting the kids, and occasionally bandaging a boo-boo or two. 

If you have any curriculum ideas or would like to join us as counselors please check out our Facebook – Fun Camp 2010 page or contact us at slp@bluemountainproject.org. 

If you would like to donate funds, art, sports or other materials to make Fun Camp 2010 the best yet, please contact ed@bluemountainproject.org. 

Domestic Violence in the Blue Mountains

“My mother once told me…be happy if you have a man who only hits you because you made him jealous. Every man hits, but your man only does because he cares”.

This was a quote from one of my female clients, when she asked her mother for help after her boyfriend physically attacked her upon discovering her speaking to her previous boyfriend on the telephone. This quote portrays the gradual shift in the female perspective of domestic violence within Hagley Gap and Penlyne communities.  Past generations of women perceived domestic violence as an inevitable part of romantic relationships, often victim induced. Since the expansion of the feminine perspective and the establishment of equality of rights across both genders, the tolerance for domestic abuse has been decreasing. This is also true, just at a slower pace, in the rural communities of the Blue Mountains. 
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More and more residents of Hagley Gap and Penlyne now travel frequently to Kingston, pursue higher education, participate in overseas work programs, and connect to the world through television and radio. Having the opportunity to witness aspects of life independent of serving one’s family (the traditional woman’s role in the Gap) and improved economic opportunities promote a desire to attain a level of independence that all humans deserve, a raised awareness of women’s worth and rights as well as giving women economic power. This has also resulted in an increase in men’s respect for women. Ultimately, the increased self-respect of women and respect of men will contribute to a decrease of domestic violence.

This decrease does not equate to an elimination of domestic violence occurring in Hagley Gap and Penlyne. Not all individuals have the resources to build independent lives for themselves, and there are men who still believe families should be ruled by men. 

One of the major differences between domestic violence victims in Hagley Gap and Penlyne communities and those from more developed countries (or even the women in Kingston), is the lack of support and other tools necessary to escape an abusive relationship. There is no Battered Women’s Shelter in the Gap, many do not have financial security to live on their own, the roads and limited transportation dictate departure times, and there is no local police force. 

The key to ultimately sufficiently combating domestic violence in the Gap is to provide the tools for more women to build their financial independence, repair roads, connect women with services provided by the Jamaican government, and strengthen the relationships with the community and the assigned police force. These are some of the tasks that I and the Blue Mountain Project have taken on during my time as Social Work Ambassador.  We have had some successes but we still have work to do to put an end to domestic violence.

Mollie Busino

Mollie Busino is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker from the US who is serving a one-year position as Ambassador for the Blue Mountain Project. Her primary role is the introduction of Mental Health Services to Penlyne and Hagley Gap. In addition to her clinical services, she serves as a community advocate, works with our service learning volunteers, and provides multifaceted support for the communities. Throughout their year-long term, Ambassadors are fully immersed within the communities they serve, residing at a similar level of living conditions as the surrounding residents.

Thank you for your continued interest in the Blue Mountain Project and the people of Hagley Gap.

Cathy Skoula, Executive Director
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