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Tropical Storm Nicole recently dropped 12 inches of rain on Hagley Gap in 36 hours, cutting off the community from the world for about a week. 

The force of the extra water in the Yallahs River created a 3 foot crevice in the fording and blocked access from Kingston. The heavy Negro River flow created a new side river, barring access from Morant Bay. Mudslides cut off the roads at many points. 

The rains impacted life on every level. Electricity was out for 1.5 weeks, phone service was out for one week, internet for two weeks. Schools were shut down for a week. And as Gwion, our Water Ambassador, reported, “We lived on beans and rice until the stores in the Square were resupplied.” 

Fortunately, everyone is alright. No homes were damaged although there were some close calls. People hunkered down and waited out the torrential rain and then ventured forth to check out the damage, and to start the needed repairs.

Life in the Gap Without a Car

Our beloved Suzuki, that has valiantly carried Service Learning Program volunteers, BMP staff, and supplies up and down the steep hills and sharp switchbacks of Hagley Gap for four years, is on its last legs. Kingston mechanics have warned that to repair it would cost three times its worth. 

We have debated living without a car; many in the Gap do not have a car. They take a bus to Kingston (there are no buses to Morant Bay) and regularly walk between Halgey Gap and Penlyne. But as a non-profit business, we need to do more and do it more efficiently. We need to make regular trips to Kingston and Morant Bay to pick up supplies, money, and volunteers. We need to get people and supplies up the five mile steep trek to Penlyne Castle with enough time left in the day to get some work done on our programs. And we need to be ready to handle emergencies with our volunteers. 

In short, we need to replace our 4-wheel, right-hand drive car as soon as possible. Any help, or any ideas will be greatly appreciated.

Thinking About Christmas 

Many of you are starting your holiday gift lists. 

As you decide who has been naughty and nice, please consider giving BMP candles. These fragrant soy-based candles make beautiful stocking stuffers and you will be helping the Blue Mountain Project fund our clean water project, among other projects. Contact the Ely Candle Company (info@elycandlecompany.com) for details.
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More and more of us shop online. Please start your shopping expedition with GoodShop (http://www.goodsearch.com/goodshop.aspx). Once there, you can shop at your favorite store and by doing it through GoodShop, money will be donated to BMP at no cost to you.

We really cannot go forward without you.

Thank you for your continued interest in the Blue Mountain Project and the people of Hagley Gap.

Cathy Skoula, Executive Director

(Your privacy is very important to us. Blue Mountain Project does not share your email address with anyone. We do not sell it, rent it, or give it away, period. If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter please contact us at ed@bluemountproject.org)

In the USA: Blue Mountain Project ● 920 Adams Street ● Hammond, WI 54015 ● 715-690-5433
In Jamaica: Blue Mountain Project ● Hagley Gap PO ● St Thomas ● 876-298-3622
ed@bluemountainproject.org ● www.bluemountainproject.org
The Blue Mountain Project is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
