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Helena Edmonds arrived in Jamaica on 16 January to begin her duties as our generalist Ambassador. Over the coming year she will help our Service Learning Volunteers, work with the Women’s Group and other economic development projects and act as our liaison with the Community Water Committee. Below she reports on her first days on the job.

My time in Jamaica started off very rocky! Immigration almost refused entrance as they did not believe that Hagley Gap does not have street names. Fortunately, after what seemed a lifetime and out of the blue, they decided to grant me entrance. YAY my time in sunny Jamaica could finally start!!! Euton, our Assistant Program Manager, picked me up at the airport and we set off to pick up Cathy from Sovereign Square (a Kingston mall with free internet) after which we continued to my new home, Hagley Gap. My first impression of Jamaica is that it is a wonderfully vibrant and colorful country with superb people, especially the women and children of Hagley Gap and the surrounding areas. 

My first week in Jamaica has been very eventful. Cathy and Euton have explained some of the ins and outs of BMP and we, along with Pappy and Jessica (l.i.g.h.t.s), thoroughly cleaned the Hagley Gap Clinic and Program Manager office. During my orientation, I was introduced to some members of the Gap community, which is always fun. Furthermore, Cathy, Euton and I went into Kingston on Friday to apply for my visa exemption. Did you know that government buildings have a dress code? Well, I certainly did not and unfortunately my clothes did not adhere to it… my shoulders weren’t covered! Luckily, Euton had his winter jacket in the car, with which I walked through the very hot government halls to put in the paperwork that will allow me to stay and work in Jamaica for one year. 
Today was the first time that I washed my clothes in the river. I must say the experience was surprisingly pleasant as I had a few young boys keeping me company and we ended up having a spelling contest. My experience with the kids so far has showed me that they are really smart and would not mind having a light push from somewhere to help them move forward.

I am expecting many more interesting experiences and greatly look forward to getting to know the community better. Moreover, I am very keen to start working and impacting the community in a positive manner. 
Fun Camp 2012
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This year’s Fun Camp and Back2School will run from 11-26 August. It is a little later than usual because Jamaica will celebrate 50 years of independence on August 6. It will be quite a celebration and we do not want to interfere with these festivities.
We are already gathering quite a number of volunteers for this much anticipated event but we can always use more people who are teachers (email me at ed@bluemountainproject.org if you are interested in being a Fun Camp volunteer). 

We also need you to start gathering the supplies needed to make Fun Camp and Back2School successful. Please consider holding a supply drive at your school or church or holding a garage or cupcake sale to raise money to buy black school shoes, backpacks, composition books, rulers, erasers, scissors, water color paints, and construction paper.
Please contact me if you are interested in holding a Fun Camp supply drive event. I have flyers and other information for you.
Thank you for your continued interest in the Blue Mountain Project and the people of Hagley Gap.

Cathy Skoula, Executive Director
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